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THE
CONSTITUTION
OF THE
STATE OF MONTANA

PREAMBLE

We the people of Montana grateful to God for the quiet beauty of our state, the
grandeur of our mountains, the vastness of our rolling plains, and desirin g to improve
the quality of life, equality of opportunity and to secure the blessings of liberty for this
and future generations do ordain and establish this constitution.

ARTICLE II
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

Section 3. Inalienable rights. All persons are born free and have certain
inalienable rights. They include the right to a clean and healthful environment and
the rights of pursuing life’s basic necessities, enjoying and defending their lives
and liberties, acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and seeking their
safety, health and happiness in all lawful ways. In enjoying these rights, all persons
recognize corresponding responsibilities. (emphasis added)

ARTICLE IX

ENVIRONMENT AND
NATURAL RESOURCES

Section 1. Protection and improvement. (1) The state and each person shall
maintain and improve a clean and healthful environment in Montana for present
and future generations.

(2) The legislature shall provide for the administration and enforcement of
this duty.

(3) The legislature shall provide adequate remedies for the protection of
the environmental life support system from degradation and provide adequate
remedies to prevent unreasonable depletion and degradation of natural
resources.
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